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Deep Dive Loss of Trust

 

Complete Curriculum for 
Loss of Trust

Doha Debates hosts discussions on the world’s most pressing challenges to bridge 
differences, build consensus and identify solutions. In each moderated live debate, 
experts share their experiences and propose concrete plans. Doha Debates also 
offers digital resources such as videos and articles to help students build a deep 
understanding of the issues and to foster ongoing conversations.

Each section will have an individual lesson plan that may be used as a stand-alone 
lesson or with any of the other sections’ lesson plans. Each lesson plan is built around 
different Doha Debates videos. Each section builds on the pervious section though, 
as mentioned, each section may stand alone. All of the lesson plans will have at 
least one form of student engagement related to the lesson. All of the content may 
be tailored to any subject or any educational setting either in class or virtually. All 
essential questions found throughout the lesson plans are easily used in a virtual 
format. Look for virtual friendly content where there is a VF in the individual lesson 
plans.

The full debate may be found here: Loss of Trust

The development of the content will be created to encourage students to use the 
content as a resource for classwork.

The curriculum will focus around engaging students through the following 
techniques:

1. Active learning
2. Collaborative learning
3. Discussions
4. Increasing student motivation and participation 
5. Problem-based learning
6. Use of effective questions
7. Writing assignments

ABOUT 
DOHA DEBATES

GUIDE TO USING 
DOHA DEBATES 
CURRICULUM

https://dohadebates.com/course/loss-of-trust/
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CONTENT THEMES 
& TIMEFRAME

The following is a timeframe and content overview of the different
sections included in this curriculum pack:

LESSON 1  Loss of Trust: Doha Debates Asks (pages 4-5)
In classroom: 35 to 55 minutes
Outside classroom: 1 day plus 30 to 40 minutes in class

Essential questions from Lesson 1:
• Can the government be trusted?
• What is the role of the government?
• Do you think voting matters?
• What is the first word that comes to mind when you hear “politician”?
• Would you ever run for office?
• What is the best way to get your voice heard?
• Do you think you have the power to change the system?
• What is your message to world leaders?

LESSON 2  Should We Trust Governments? (pages 6-7)
In classroom: 18 to 23 minutes 
Outside classroom: 1 day to complete plus 30 to 40 minutes in class

Essential questions from Lesson 2:
• Why do people appear to be fed up with government?
• What role does trust play in society?
• Why do people trust money as a method of exchange?
• Is crypto-currency a safer method of money?
• Should people trust Artificial Intelligence to make decision?
• Is it possible to rebuild trust in government?
•  Could technology allow people to have a greater and more direct voice in government?
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LESSON 3  Blockchain: Massively Simplified and other short videos (pages 8-10)
In classroom: 5 to 30+ minutes depending on how many individual videos the 
teacher chooses to use in class
Outside classroom: 1 day+ for each activity

Videos with Specific themes. These may be used individually or as a series within 
the context of the section within the context of the section.

Essential questions from Lesson 3:
• Will expanded use of blockchain create greater trust?
• How should we live together to create a greater sense of trust?

LESSONS 4A TO 4C  Speaker Highlights (pages 10-22)
In classroom: 1 hour 5 minutes to 2 hours 50 minutes (per speaker)
Outside classroom: 1 to 2 days+ (per speaker)

Clips from the Doha Debates and speaker spotlight clips. This section will have 
individual lesson plans for each speaker.  The lesson plan will follow the same 
format for each speaker but will allow for a deeper analysis by focusing on each 
person individually.

Speakers
• Toni Lane Casserly
• Brett Hennig
• Zeid Ra'ad Zeid al-Hussein

LESSON 5  The Connector (pages 23-25)
In classroom: 30 minutes to 45 minutes plus 1 day for number 4 and 1 day+ for 
number 6
Outside classroom: Variable timeframe at the discretion of the teacher

This lesson ties all previous lessons together.

LESSON PLANS AND ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOLLOW

CONTENT THEMES 
& TIMEFRAME
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LESSON 1 DOHA DEBATES ASKS

Doha Debates Asks
LESSON 1

ESTABLISHED GOAL

MEANING

ACQUISITION

ENGAGEMENT

Know where people stand on a variety of questions
regarding loss of trust in government.

Understandings
Students will understand that... 
•  People do not always trust the government.
• Politicians are often seen in a negative light.
•  People would like to change the system but 

often feel it is not within their power to do so.
•  A person’s vote may seem pointless at times 

if change is not seen through that vote.

Essential questions
•  Can the government be trusted?
•  What is the role of the government?
•  Do you think voting matters?
•  What is the first word that comes to mind 

when you hear “politician”?
•  Would you ever run for office?
•  What is the best way to get your voice heard?
•  Do you think you have the power to change 

the system?
•  What is your message to world leaders?

Students will know...
•  Different issues associated with the role 

of government
•  Opinions their peers have about loss of 

trust in government

Students will be able to... 
•  Recognize the personal views of how 

people view the government
•  Express how other people see issues 

associated with loss of trust in government

Students will...
• Understand what other people think about loss of trust through direct discussion.
• Show how political advertisements are presented and interpreted by the viewer.

STAGE 1: DESIRED GOALS

This lesson and related activities are designed to support in-class 
learning, e-learning, and distance learning (students working online 
at home while the instructor checks in digitally.)
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LESSON 1 DOHA DEBATES ASKS

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE/ 
PERFORMANCE TASK(S)

STAGE 2: EVIDENCE & ASSESSMENT

STAGE 3: LEARNING PLAN

IN-CLASS, E-LEARNING,  
DISTANCE LEARNING 

ACTIVITIES  
(CHOOSE ONE OR MORE)

• Oral or written response to the essential questions
• Explanation of how each student arrives at their view

note: pacing outlined below is for in-class learning and may need to be adjusted for 
e-learning or distance learning

5-10 minutes  Discuss what comes to mind when you hear the phrase,  
“Do you trust the government?”

10-15 minutes Discuss the essential questions in small groups.

10-15 minutes Discuss the essential questions as a class/
 
5 minutes Watch the video Loss of Trust: Doha Debates Asks.

10-15 minutes   Focus on the question, “Would you ever run for office?” Discuss why 
a person would or would not run for office. Think about the people 
currently in political office and how they are seen by the public.

1 day  Ask three to five people outside of your class/learning group four of the 
essential questions. The data may be collected in person or virtually. 
Write each person’s responses to share as a class/group. Find three to 
five political ads that you believe do or do not create a since of trust 
in the politician. The ads may be in a video or printed format. What 
does the ad say about the politician? Is there a difference between the 
surface message and a possible underlying message? How truthful do 
you believe the message is? Develop one or two more questions of your 
own to ask other students about their ads.

15-20 minutes  Share the responses from the first activity once the information has 
been collected.

15-20 minutes Each student shares an example of the political ads found.

Doha Debates AsksLESSON 1

STAGE 3: LEARNING PLAN (CONTINUED)

https://dohadebates.com/course/loss-of-trust/#lesson-1-doha-debates-asks


6

Deep Dive Loss of Trust

TITLE?LESSON 2

Should We Trust 
Governments?

Students will have a basic understanding of trust in government and key issues 
based on the Doha Debates video: Should We Trust Our Governments?

Understandings
Students will understand that...
•  Trust in government has declined 

significantly in the past 60 years in the
•  US and around the world.
•  Protests are one way to have the public voice 

heard.
•  The majority of Americas believe that 

democracy is still the best form of 
government.

•  Greater transparency might result in greater 
trust in government.

Essential questions
•  Why do people appear to be fed up with 

government?
•  What role does trust play in society?
•  Why do people trust money as a method of 

exchange?
•  Is crypto-currency a safer method of money?
•  Should people trust Artificial Intelligence to 

make decisions?
•  It is possible to rebuild trust in government?
•   Could technology allow people to 

have a greater and more direct voice in 
government?

Students will know...
•  Key connections through the loss of trust 

in governments
•  Methods by which people might develop 

technology to create greater trust

Students will be able to... 
•  Recognize ways people deal with lack of 

trust in government
•  Express problems related to the distrust 

of government

STAGE 1: DESIRED GOALS

ESTABLISHED GOAL

MEANING

ACQUISITION

LESSON 2

This lesson and related activities are designed to support in-class 
learning, e-learning, and distance learning (students working on-
line at home while the instructor checks in digitally.)

Students will...
• Understand other people’s general views about trust in government
• View data on trust in government and each other

ENGAGEMENT

https://dohadebates.com/course/loss-of-trust/#lesson-2
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TITLE?LESSON 2

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE/ 
PERFORMANCE TASK(S)

STAGE 2: EVIDENCE & ASSESSMENT

• Oral or written response to the essential questions
• Explanation of how each students arrives at their view
•  Data collection from other people outside of the classroom regarding views on government

Should We Trust Governments?LESSON 2

STAGE 3: LEARNING PLAN

IN-CLASS, E-LEARN-
ING,  
DISTANCE LEARNING 

note: pacing outlined below is for in-class learning and may need to be adjusted for 
e-learning or distance learning

10 minutes Watch the Doha Debates video: Should We Trust Our Governments?

10-15 minutes  Discuss the essential questions in small groups and then as a class or 
discuss the questions as a class only.

15-20 minutes  Direct students to: Democracy OS website. Discuss as a class the pros 
and cons of digitizing democracy.

30 minutes +   Look at the following two pages from the Pew Research Center: 
• Public Trust in Government: 1958-2019 
•  Key findings about Americans’ declining trust in government  

and each other

  Discuss your understanding of what the data is saying about trust in 
government and the direction it may head in the future. How might the 
COVID-19 Pandemic affect trust in government?

1 day  Ask 5 people outside of the classroom the essential questions from this 
lesson. Answers may be collected in-person or virtually. Information will be 
brought back to class or virtual learning group for evaluation and discussion.

The next three activities may be completed during the next class meeting.

10-15 minutes Discuss the results collected from asking the essential questions.

15-20 minutes  Discuss what each person thought about the data viewed on the 
Pew Research Center Website.

ACTIVITIES  
(CHOOSE ONE OR MORE)

https://dohadebates.com/course/loss-of-trust/#lesson-2
https://democraciaos.org
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2019/04/11/public-trust-in-government-1958-2019/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/07/22/key-findings-about-americans-declining-trust-in-government-and-each-other/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/07/22/key-findings-about-americans-declining-trust-in-government-and-each-other/
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BLOCKCHAIN: MASSIVELY SIMPLIFIED AND OTHER SHORT VIDEOSLESSON 3

Blockchain: Massively 
Simplified and other
short videos

Establish a foundation of primary issues that loss of trust presents in different ways  
and in different settings.

Understandings
Students will understand that...
•  Many people believe living in a democracy 

is a good thing.
•  Most people don’t think democracy actually 

functions well.
•  Trust is directly connected to reputation.
•  Blockchain has the ability to create 

greater trust.
•  Blockchain eliminates the middleman 

allowing for greater transparency.

Essential questions
•  Why does the trust gap in society continue to 

expand?
•  In what ways are trust and reputation related 

to each other?
•  How might blockchain create trust in 

companies?
•  What are ways blockchain will allow for 

greater trust?
•  How should people throughout the world 

share common resources?
•  What if people were randomly selected to be 

in government?
• In what ways might diversity trump ability?

Students will know...
•  Key facts about how trust in many systems 

is declining
•  Different ways people are losing trust in 

many sectors of life

Students will be able to... 
•  Recognize the various ways loss of trust 

might be able to be regained
• Express how loss of trust is not a new problem

STAGE 1: DESIRED GOALS

ESTABLISHED GOAL

MEANING

ACQUISITION

LESSON 3

This lesson and related activities are designed to support in-class 
learning, e-learning, and distance learning (students working on-
line at home while the instructor checks in digitally.)
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BLOCKCHAIN: MASSIVELY SIMPLIFIED AND OTHER SHORT VIDEOS

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE/ 
PERFORMANCE TASK(S)

STAGE 2: EVIDENCE & ASSESSMENT

•  Students will go through each video and additional problems associated 
with each video.

•  Students will form groups to find additional evidence to each of the videos 
that will be shown to the whole class. The additional evidence found 
will be presented to the class either in oral form or through a brief visual 
presentation.

•  Completion of associated tasks with each video.
•  Oral or written response to the essential questions.
•  Explanation of how each students arrives at their view.

Blockchain: Massively Simplified and other short videosLESSON 3

STAGE 3: LEARNING PLAN

IN-CLASS, E-LEARNING,  
DISTANCE LEARNING 

note: pacing outlined below is for in-class learning and may need to be adjusted for 
e-learning or distance learning. Each of the following may be used as a stand-alone lesson.

15-30 minutes  Start with essential questions. The questions may be discussed in a 
small group first and then as a whole class/learning group.

20-25 minutes  Watch Blockchain: Massively Simplified and discuss as a class. 
Essential Question: Will expanded use of blockchain create greater 
trust? 
 

15-20 minutes  Watch Sortition – doing democracy differently and discuss as a class. 
Essential Question: How should we live together to create a greater 
sense of trust?

LESSON 3

Students will...
• Describe the role trust plays in how humans interact

ENGAGEMENT

1 day+  Trust is vital for people and society to move forward. The following 
game will give you a way understand how trust spreads. Play The 
Evolution of Trust and then have your family and friends play it as 
well. Discuss the results to better understand how others view the 
topic of trust.

ACTIVITIES  
(CHOOSE ONE OR MORE)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k53LUZxUF50
https://youtu.be/-FsOH4KQp54
https://ncase.me/trust/
https://ncase.me/trust/
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SPEAKER TONI LANE CASSERLYLESSON 4A

Speaker 
Toni Lane Casserly

Loss of trust in government could be changed by incorporating the use of blockchain 
into the governing process.

Understandings
Students will understand that...
•  Blockchain is a possible way to place greater 

power in the hands of individuals.
•  Sovereign rights should be controlled by 

people as much as government.
•  Blockchain has the ability to eliminate the 

middlemen and replace trust in the system.
•  Government does not have the humanity to 

move the world forward.
•  Technology is a tool that endures based on 

the people who use it.

Essential questions
• Why is trust in government at an all time low?
•  How does the government fail to serve 

the people?
•  Do people have more power voting with a 

credit card or through an election?
•  In what ways might people have a greater 

ownership of their rights?
•  How might blockchain give individuals great 

social and political power?
•  Why do people think the government does not 

have the humanity to move society forward?

Students will know...
•  Key issues surrounding ways to change the 

loss of trust in government.
•  Differing ways blockchain might work outside 

of government.

Students will be able to... 
•  Explain how loss of trust in government 

might be mitigated by blockchain.
•  Recognize that governments use power in 

ways that push people away.

Students will...
• Learn about how blockchain has the ability to enhance the power people have within society.

STAGE 1: DESIRED GOALS

ESTABLISHED GOAL

MEANING

ACQUISITION

ENGAGEMENT

LESSON 4A

This lesson and related activities are designed to support in-class 
learning, e-learning, and distance learning (students working on-
line at home while the instructor checks in digitally.)
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SPEAKER TONI LANE CASSERLYLESSON 4A

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE/ 
PERFORMANCE TASK(S)

STAGE 2: EVIDENCE & ASSESSMENT

•  Discuss the speaker’s general position on loss of trust based on the video and background 
content and develop possible solutions to issues the students may have with the speaker.

•  Group presentation of data found to answer each of the essential questions presented by 
the speaker.

STAGE 3: LEARNING PLAN

IN-CLASS, E-LEARN-
ING,  
DISTANCE LEARNING 

note: pacing outlined below is for in-class learning and may need to be adjusted for e-learning 
or distance learning

15-20 minutes  Watch Toni Lane Casserly’s Doha Debates presentation and the Speaker 
Spotlight segment. Write key points of the speaker’s videos.

20-40 minutes  Read the background content to develop a deeper understanding of speaker.

5-10 minutes  In small groups discuss what each person drew from the videos and 
background information as key areas.

10-20 minutes Discuss each group’s findings as a class/learning group.

15-30 minutes  Groups will pick three essential questions from the speaker and find 
additional data to better understand the question.

Speaker Toni Lane CasserlyLESSON 4A

1 day  Blockchain is being used for a growing variety of applications. Online 
gaming is using blockchain to allow for the decentralization of the gaming 
industry. Read about and try the 10 most anticipated blockchain games for 
2020. Try one of games to see how it works. When you have tired one of the 
blockchain games post it on social media and tag @projectexplorer and  
@dohadebates.

1-2 days+  Students will form small groups. Each student in the group will ask 5 people 
(nonstudents outside of the school setting) the essential questions from 
this lesson. This may be done either in person or over Zoom, Skype, or 
other ways to connect digitally. Try to make connections with other people 
outside of your own town, State, or even country. The data will be gathered, 
analyzed, and then synthesized into a comprehensive summary of the data 
results. The results will be presented to the class.

ACTIVITIES  
(CHOOSE ONE OR MORE)

https://dohadebates.com/course/loss-of-trust/#lesson-4a-speaker-toni-lane-casserly
https://dohadebates.com/video/speaker-spotlight-toni-lane-casserly/
https://dohadebates.com/video/speaker-spotlight-toni-lane-casserly/
https://www.blockchaingamer.biz/features/3283/most-anticipated-blockchain-games/
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SPEAKER TONI LANE CASSERLY

BACKGROUND INFO

ABOUT 
TONI LANE CASSERLY

TONI’S 
KEY POINTS FROM 
DOHA DEBATES 
PRESENTATION

Toni Lane was an artrepreneur in the Digital Currency and Blockchain Industry. 
She was a core founder at several impactful ventures, including CoinTelegraph. 
She was an empath, investor, artist, advisory board member, transformational 
evangelist and founder who has been affectionately entitled “The Joan of Arc of 
Blockchain” by her peers and various publications. She was a figurehead for the 
use of technology to enable peaceful evolution into new forms of societal structures. 
Her speaking was featured by BigThink, TEDx, Katapult, Polycon, Innovate your 
State, DraperU, NEXUSearth, Exponential Finance, World Crypto Economic Forum, 
Blockchain Economic Forum and many others.

• Trust in government is at an all time low
• Governments fail to serve the people
•  We have more power voting with our credit cards then we do in a national election
•  Technology represents something that is innately human
•  Technology is a tool and endures based on the people who use the technology
•  Blockchain has promise to eliminate the middlemen that are gerrymandering trust 

from individuals
•  Individuals need to own their own sovereign rights
•  Blockchain would allow people to register anonymously acts perpetrated by 

governments or other groups
•  Government does not have the humanity to move the world forward

Speaker Toni Lane CasserlyLESSON 4A

LESSON 4A
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SPEAKER TONI LANE CASSERLYLESSON 4A

Paradigm Shifts of Culture and Consciousness. Listen

How Blockchains Could Create Community Consciousness. Listen

Free Cities Podcast. Listen

Why Blockchains are More Than Bitcoin. Watch on Vimeo

How Do Freedom Culture & Blockchain Meet? Watch on YouTube

Blockchain | Toni Lane Casserly | Exponential Finance. Watch on YouTube

Do we need Nation States? Watch on YouTube

Decentralized Governance. Watch on YouTube

PODCASTS

VIDEOS

Speaker Toni Lane CasserlyLESSON 4A

https://futurethinkers.org/toni-lane-casserly-paradigm-shifts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyG3Q1M5-qg
https://soundcloud.com/libertydotme/free-cities-podcast-toni-lane-casserly
https://vimeo.com/351228804
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apkss74xLi0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQHu5Xgvazk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJPE4H_fgBQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nlzNb15Zl8
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SPEAKER BRETT HENNINGLESSON 4B

Speaker 
Brett Henning

Demonstrate an understanding of how citizens’ assemblies with randomly selected 
people could work alongside the government.

Understandings
Students will understand that...
•  Citizens’ assemblies are a way for people 

to directly influence what happens in 
government.

•  Even the worst governments in the world still 
provide the most basic services and put food 
on the table.

•  Societies are able to thrive even when there is 
low trust in government.

•  Growing protests around the world are 
forcing some governments to engage with its 
citizens.

Essential questions
•  Why is trust in government at historic lows?
•  How might societies thrive even with low trust 

in government?
•  Why do people often not actually know what 

or who they are voting for?
•  In what ways do even the worst governments 

still help their people?
•  What are ways government can engage with 

people?
•  What basic services should all governments 

provide?
•   What issues are there to random citizens’ 

assemblies being part of government?

Students will know...
•  Key ways loss of trust in government has 

increased over time.
•  Differing ways citizens are able to work 

directly with governments.

Students will be able to... 
•  Explain possible benefits of citizens’ 

assemblies working alongside governments.
•  Recognize the importance of direct citizen 

participation in government.

ESTABLISHED GOAL

MEANING

ACQUISITION

LESSON 4B

STAGE 1: DESIRED GOALS

This lesson and related activities are designed to support in-class 
learning, e-learning, and distance learning (students working on-
line at home while the instructor checks in digitally.)
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SPEAKER BRETT HENNINGLESSON 4B

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE/ 
PERFORMANCE TASK(S)

STAGE 2: EVIDENCE & ASSESSMENT

•  Discuss the speaker’s general position on loss of trust based on the video 
and background content and develop possible solutions to issues the

• students may have with the speaker.
•  Group presentation of data found to answer each of the essential 

questions presented by the speaker.

STAGE 3: LEARNING PLAN

IN-CLASS, E-LEARN-
ING,  
DISTANCE LEARNING 

ACTIVITIES  
(CHOOSE ONE OR MORE)

note: pacing outlined below is for in-class learning and may need to be adjusted for e-learning 
or distance learning

15-20 minutes  Watch Brett Henning’s Doha Debates presentation and the Speaker 
Spotlight segment. Write key points of the speaker’s videos.

20-40 minutes  Read the background content to develop a deeper understanding 
of speaker.

5-10 minutes  In small groups discuss what each person drew from the videos and 
background information as key areas.

10-20 minutes Discuss each group’s findings as a class/learning group.

15-30 minutes   Groups will pick three essential questions from the speaker and find 
additional data to better understand the question.

1 day  Students will form small groups. Each student in the group will ask 5 people 
(nonstudents outside of the school setting) the essential questions from 
this lesson. This may be done either in person or over Zoom, Skype, or 
other ways to connect digitally. Try to make connections with other people 
outside of your own town, State, or even country. The data will be gathered, 
analyzed, and then synthesized into a comprehensive summary of the data 
results. The results will be presented to the class.

Speaker Brett HenningLESSON 4B

Students will...
•  Learn about citizens’ assemblies and if there are any where the student lives.

ENGAGEMENT

https://dohadebates.com/course/loss-of-trust/#lesson-4b-speaker-brett-henning
https://dohadebates.com/video/speaker-spotlight-brett-hennig/
https://dohadebates.com/video/speaker-spotlight-brett-hennig/
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SPEAKER BRETT HENNINGLESSON 4B

1 day  A variation of the first learning task is to switch from asking the 
essential questions to asking what topics would be best served 
with a citizens’ assembly. Also ask if the person would be willing 
to participate and why or why not depending on the answer. 
One final step is to find out if there are any citizens’ assemblies 
near where you live.

ACTIVITIES  
(CHOOSE ONE OR MORE)

ABOUT 
BRETT HENNING

BRETT’S 
KEY POINTS FROM 
DOHA DEBATES 
PRESENTATION

Brett Hennig co-founded and directs the Sortition Foundation, which campaigns to 
institute the use of stratified, random selection (also called sortition) in government. Before 
co-founding the Sortition Foundation, Brett Hennig wore a variety of hats: as a taxi driver, 
a software engineer, a social justice activist, a mathematics tutor and the primary carer of 
four boys. He finished his PhD in astrophysics just before his first son arrived. After spending 
several disheartening years in civil society organizations and politics, Hennig became 
inspired by Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri’s trilogy on political philosophy and began 
investigating and researching network forms of democracy. The resulting book, The End of 
Politicians: Time for a Real Democracy has been called “a book for visionaries.”

•  Trust in government is at historic lows all over the world
•  Even with low trust there is still at least some trust
• Societies can thrive even with low trust
•  Governments should engage in new ways of listening and then act on what the 

people say
•  Voting is part of democracy but do people really take time to understand what and 

who they are voting for?
•  Even the worst governments have to provide basic services and put food on the 

table of its people
•  Governments have to engage with the people
•  France is bringing together a citizens’ assembly to deal with climate change. 

Scotland created a citizens’ assembly to discuss Brexit
•  Citizens’ assemblies are the way that societies can thrive with low trust
•  There are already nearly 100 citizens’ assemblies around the world

BACKGROUND INFO

Speaker Brett HenningLESSON 4B
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SPEAKER BRETT HENNINGLESSON 4B

Sortition – Election of Political Officials from a Random Sample. Listen

What if we replaced politicians with randomly selected people? Listen

Hacking the Law. Listen

Let’s fix this broken democracy... let’s randomly select our politicians! Watch on YouTube

Back to the Future for a Real Democracy. Watch on YouTube

The End of Politicians: Time for a Real Democracy. Watch on YouTube

A real democracy would use sortition. Watch on YouTube

Are we (collectively) stupid? Watch on YouTube

Will the UK’s climate assembly actually make anydifference? Read on Wired

UK citizens’ assembly calls coronavirus a ’test run’ for greener lifestyles. Read on Reuters

Citizens’ assembly needed for post-COVID recovery. Read on The Telegram

Website
Twitter
Facebook

PODCASTS

VIDEOS

ARTICLES

OTHER

Speaker Brett HenningLESSON 4B

https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9saXF1aWRmdXR1cmUubGlic3luLmNvbS9yc3M/episode/NDA3MGVmNDBmM2U1NDVkNzk0MmMyNDU1OGVjMTM4YTg?hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwiIt93TrvXoAhXPop4KHR9rCOkQjrkEegQIBBAE&ep=6
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cDovL2ZlZWRzLmZlZWRidXJuZXIuY29tL1R1bmVJbk5ld3NBbmRQb2xpdGljcw/episode/ZW4uYXVkaW8udGFsay50ZWQuY29tOjEzNDc2Ojg1?hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwiIt93TrvXoAhXPop4KHR9rCOkQjrkEegQIBBAG&ep=6
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5ucHIub3JnLzUxMDI5OC9wb2RjYXN0LnhtbA/episode/YzJmOGY3MTEtOWU1Mi00NWUwLTkxMjEtYTdlOGFlNzk4NTBk?hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwiIt93TrvXoAhXPop4KHR9rCOkQjrkEegQIBBAI&ep=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5E9_56GPqTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PR6tqgXWOcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PR6tqgXWOcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12V9rV_bp_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-Yb_Ra0uzM
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/climate-assembly-uk
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-climate-change-britain-politics/uk-citizens-assembly-calls-coronavirus-a-test-run-for-greener-lifestyles-idUSKBN2210R1
https://www.thetelegram.com/opinion/local-perspectives/letter-citizens-assembly-needed-for-post-covid-recovery-433609/
https://www.bretthennig.com/
https://twitter.com/BSHennig
https://www.facebook.com/BSHennig/
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Deep Dive Loss of Trust

SPEAKER PRINCE ZEID RA’AD ZEID AL-HUSSEINLESSON 4C

Speaker 
Prince Zeid Ra’ad 
Zeid al-Hussein

Articulate the importance of rebuilding trust in government 
through improving the quality of leadership.

Understandings
Students will understand that...
•  The majority of people believe there needs 

to be better political leadership.
•  Harmony is difficult to achieve even within 

the most trusted networks.
•  Putting a cap for the age of voting would 

benefit everyone.
•  It is important and even necessary for young 

people to vote and seek leadership roles.
•  Revolutionary thinking does not always 

lead to positive results.

Essential questions
•  Why is it possible to make small adjustments 

between individuals?
•  Why are people seduced by revolutionary 

thinking?
•  How might harmony be achieved between 

groups with different ideas?
•  What might happen if all people were 

required to vote?
•  How might things change if people over 

65 could no longer vote?
•  What would make young people 

better leaders?
•  What qualities make for the best 

political leaders?

Students will know...
•  Key reasons why trust is low in
• government abilities.
• Differing ways young people can make
• a difference in politics.

Students will be able to... 
•  Express how politics could be changed for 

the better.
•  Recognize voting may be changed to make 

it more effective.

ESTABLISHED GOAL

MEANING

ACQUISITION

LESSON 4C

STAGE 1: DESIRED GOALS

This lesson and related activities are designed to support in-class 
learning, e-learning, and distance learning (students working on-
line at home while the instructor checks in digitally.)



19

Deep Dive Loss of Trust

SPEAKER PRINCE ZEID RA’AD ZEID AL-HUSSEINLESSON 4C

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE/ 
PERFORMANCE TASK(S)

STAGE 2: EVIDENCE & ASSESSMENT

•  Discuss the speaker’s general position on loss of trust based on the video 
and background content and develop possible solutions to issues the 
students may have with the speaker.

•  Group presentation of data found to answer each of the essential 
questions presented by the speaker.

STAGE 3: LEARNING PLAN

Speaker Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-HusseinLESSON 4C

IN-CLASS, E-LEARN-
ING,  
DISTANCE LEARNING 

note: pacing outlined below is for in-class learning and may need to be adjusted for 
e-learning or distance learning

15-20 minutes  Watch Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-Hussein Doha Debates 
presentation and the Speaker Spotlight segment. Write key points of 
the speaker’s videos.

20-40 minutes  Read the background content to develop a deeper understanding 
of speaker.

5-10 minutes  In small groups discuss what each person drew from the videos and 
background information as key areas.

10-20 minutes  Discuss each group’s findings as a class/learning group.

15-30 minutes   Groups will pick three essential questions from the speaker and find 
additional data to better understand the question.

Students will...
• Develop a deeper understanding of who actually votes and why.

ENGAGEMENT

https://dohadebates.com/course/loss-of-trust/#lesson-4c-speaker-prince-zeid-raad-zeid-al-hussein
https://dohadebates.com/course/loss-of-trust/#lesson-4c-speaker-prince-zeid-raad-zeid-al-hussein
https://dohadebates.com/video/speaker-spotlight-zeid-raad-al-hussein/
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SPEAKER PRINCE ZEID RA’AD ZEID AL-HUSSEINLESSON 4C

1 day  Students will form small groups. Each student in the group will ask 
5 people (nonstudents outside of the school setting) the essential 
questions from this lesson. This may be done either in person or 
over Zoom, Skype, or other ways to connect digitally. Try to make 
connections with other people outside of your own town, State, 
or even country. The data will be gathered, analyzed, and then 
synthesized into a comprehensive summary of the data results. 
The results will be presented to the class.

1 day  Have you registered to vote? If not, find out how to register to vote 
no matter where you live in the world. Check with your family and 
friends to see if they are registered to vote as well. Zeid states that 
he believes it is vital for young people to vote and take on more 
leadership roles. What does the data say about these ideas? 
The Pew Research Center has asked these questions and found the 
answer. Explore the tables and graphs via the links below to get a 
better idea of what is really happen with young people and politics. 
Discuss what you find out with other students or even your family. 
Talk in person or virtually. 
 
•  Defining generations: Where Millennials end and  

Generation Z begins

 •  Gen Z, Millennials and Gen X outvoted older generations  
in 2018 midterms

 •  What makes a good citizen? Voting, paying taxes,  
following the law top list

 •  Democratic Rights Popular Globally but Commitment  
to Them Not Always Strong

 •  Attitudes toward elected officials, voting and the state

ACTIVITIES  
(CHOOSE ONE OR MORE)

Speaker Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-HusseinLESSON 4C

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/01/17/where-millennials-end-and-generation-z-begins/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/01/17/where-millennials-end-and-generation-z-begins/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/05/29/gen-z-millennials-and-gen-x-outvoted-older-generations-in-2018-midterms/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/05/29/gen-z-millennials-and-gen-x-outvoted-older-generations-in-2018-midterms/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/07/02/what-makes-a-good-citizen-voting-paying-taxes-following-the-law-top-list/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/07/02/what-makes-a-good-citizen-voting-paying-taxes-following-the-law-top-list/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2020/02/27/democratic-rights-popular-globally-but-commitment-to-them-not-always-strong/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2020/02/27/democratic-rights-popular-globally-but-commitment-to-them-not-always-strong/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2020/02/27/attitudes-toward-elected-officials-voting-and-the-state/
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Deep Dive Loss of Trust

SPEAKER PRINCE ZEID RA’AD ZEID AL-HUSSEIN

ABOUT 
PRINCE ZEID RA’AD 
ZEID AL-HUSSEIN

PRINCE ZEID’S 
KEY POINTS FROM 
DOHA DEBATES 
PRESENTATION

Throughout his career, Prince Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein of Jordan has been an advocate 
for human rights and peace initiatives. His belief that “the safety of humanity will only 
be secured through vision, energy and generosity of spirit; through activism; through 
the struggle for greater freedom, in equality; and through justice,” has compelled him 
to engage in, and to lead the cause of humanitarian work including involvement in 
international criminal justice, UN peacekeeping, postconflict peace-building, counter 
nuclear terrorism, and his pledge as an international gender champion. In his final 
address as out-going United Nations Human Rights, al-Hussein shared his concern 
that the threat to global stability created by increasing nationalism poses great danger 
to democracy, and he advocated for world powers to fight against factions whose 
mission is to undermine civil liberties.

•  The key to harmonious relationships is making small adjustments between individuals
•  We should consider other ideas but that does not mean we should adopt them
•  Harmony is difficult to achieve even in the most trusted networks (like families)
•  What would happen if all young people voted
•  What if mandatory voting was universal
•  There should be a cap on the age of voting starting at 65 years of age
•  We need young, passionate voters
•  We need young people in leadership positions

BACKGROUND INFO

Speaker Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-HusseinLESSON 4C

LESSON 4C
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Deep Dive Loss of Trust

SPEAKER PRINCE ZEID RA’AD ZEID AL-HUSSEINLESSON 4C

Former U.N. Human Rights Chief Outlines The State Of The Geopolitical Climate.  
Listen

Top diplomat Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein takes us inside the backrooms of global diplomacy. 
Listen

Food for Thought. 
Listen

World Leaders are Failing Human Rights. Here’s Why.  
Watch on YouTube

A Conversation With Prince Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein. Watch on YouTube

Prosecuting Evil Q&A w/ Prince Zeid bin Ra’ad Zeid al-Hussein.
Watch on YouTube

Switzerland: ’Demonisation of the press is poisonous’ – UN Human 
Rights official on Trump. Watch on YouTube

Human Rights Is a Global Fight. Watch on YouTube

The Impossible Diplomacy of Human Rights. Watch on YouTube

Video address by Prince Zeid Ben Ra’ad Al Hussein, UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. Watch

Twitter
Facebook

PODCASTS

VIDEOS

OTHER

Speaker Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-HusseinLESSON 4C

https://www.npr.org/2018/09/18/649274524/former-u-n-rights-human-rights-chief-outlines-the-state-of-the-geopolitical-clim
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/top-diplomat-zeid-ra-ad-al-hussein-takes-us-inside-the-backrooms-of-global-diplomacy-1.5395342
https://soundcloud.com/freefood4thought/zeid-raad-al-hussein?in=freefood4thought/sets/speaker-series#t=0:00
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=11&v=8Dp8t-0HR-o&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4Gj6Zcy98o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0NsIpSkTLs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnAKJDSBORA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lLcTIKajCaY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z335VOUHFwQ
https://www.osce.org/secretariat/126991
https://twitter.com/raad_zeid
https://www.facebook.com/PrinceZeid101/


23

Deep Dive Loss of Trust

CONNECTOR

Connector

• Explain the meaning and role of the majlis.
• Describe and articulate the connections between differing views on trust.
• Express the themes discussed during the majlis.

Understandings
Students will understand that...
•  There are common connections in how to 

enhance trust in government.
•  Young people should become far more 

engaged in government.
•  It is necessary to create a system that is more 

inclusive of all people.
•  Government may not be able to stay in its 

current form.

Essential questions
•  What is a majlis?
•  What are drawbacks to randomly selected 

people working with people in positions of 
power?

•  How might change disempower people?
•  Why do you trust the people you do?
•  Where does change come from in society?
•  Is there a need for a intermediary position 

like that of the government?
•  What other forms of government could 

develop to create greater trust?
•  In what ways might technology lessen trust?

Students will know...
•  Key facts about how the loss of trust in 

government is evolving.
•  The importance of resolving conflict between 

differing ideas and beliefs on the loss of trust 
in government.

Students will be able to... 
•  Recognize differing views about loss of 

trust in government.
•  Express personal stance regarding loss 

of trust in government.
•  Use research skills to find information 

to support the student’s view about loss 
of trust.

STAGE 1: DESIRED GOALS

ESTABLISHED GOAL

MEANING

ACQUISITION

LESSON 5

LESSON 5

This lesson and related activities are designed to support in-class 
learning, e-learning, and distance learning (students working on-
line at home while the instructor checks in digitally.)
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CONNECTORLESSON 5

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE/ 
PERFORMANCE TASK(S)

STAGE 2: EVIDENCE & ASSESSMENT

•  Find data to support three of the essential questions discussed in the majlis.
•  Write a final paper on where the student stands with regard to capitalism 

with supporting resources and evidence.

STAGE 3: LEARNING PLAN

IN CLASSROOM 
LEARNING

note: pacing outlined below is for in-class learning and may need to be adjusted for 
e-learning or distance learning

5 minutes  Read about the Majlis being part of UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural 
Heritage.

5-10 minutes  Read How a Majlis can open minds and shape our perspectives.

5-10 minutes  Watch An Expert’s Guide to Getting Along to better understand the 
method the Connector uses to help people work together.

30 minutes  Watch the Connector video. The second half of the full debate 
(starting at 22 minutes into the debate) may be used to better 
understand the consensus-building between the speakers.

1 day+   The class/group is split into three groups. Each group is given two of 
the essential questions. The group will find information that supports 
and refutes the specific question. The class will come together to 
discuss what was learned based on the information that each group 
has found. This discussion will follow the Majlis format.

15-20 minutes  The class/learning group may watch additional sections of the full 
debate to listen to what each speaker talks about during the Majlis.

1 day+    Each student will write a final paper on where they now stand on the 
issue of loss of trust.

ConnectorLESSON 5

Students will...
• Understand the importance in human connections over time

ENGAGEMENT

https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/majlis-a-cultural-and-social-space-01076
https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/majlis-a-cultural-and-social-space-01076
https://www.thenational.ae/opinion/how-a-majlis-can-open-minds-and-shape-our-perspectives-1.13204
https://vimeo.com/346941939
https://dohadebates.com/course/loss-of-trust/#connector
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CONNECTORLESSON 5

ACTIVITIES  
(CHOOSE ONE OR MORE)

Variable  Loss of trust may develop from a loss of human connection. These 
Doha Debates episodes focused on the loss of trust in government. 
All three speakers made note of the importance of human connections 
and the building of trust. The greater the sense of trust the happier 
people will be throughout life. Human connections are a challenge 
in the best of times but COVID-19 truly changed how we connect. 
Watch What makes a good life? Lessons from the longest study 
on happiness. Encourage other family and friends to watch it too. 
After you have watched the video, take time to connect with people 
in real time either in person or virtually. Go old school and take time 
to hand write a letter to someone.

ConnectorLESSON 5

https://youtu.be/8KkKuTCFvzI
https://youtu.be/8KkKuTCFvzI

